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istration of Saxony during the war, " in order that
His Majesty may not leave a highly dangerous
enemy in his rear," the Prussian minister von Borcke
is directed to suspend the native administration of
the land and to substitute a Prussian Directory of
War, The Saxon royal revenue, it is said, amounts
to about six million thalers, but Frederick "will be
contented with five million, so that the inhabitants
may be solaced thereby." In other respects the
order and temperance which distinguished the Prus-
sian Government were to be applied to the subjects
of Augustus. Such was Frederick's plan for the fu-
ture of Saxony, a would-be neutral, during the war.
The problem which the King set himself was to
cripple Austria before Russia or France could come
to her assistance. Austria had assembled forces in
Moravia and in Bohemia. If Frederick attacked the
former the Bohemian army might cut off his retreat.
He therefore directed Schwerin to guard Silesia
while he himself converted Saxony into a base for
the invasion of Bohemia. From the Saxons he ex-
pected little or no opposition. He therefore pro-
posed to march in three columns upon Pirna, a
fortress situated at the point at which the Elbe
bursts through the mountain-wall of Bohemia to
enter the fertile plains of Saxony. Then, with a
granary and a highway behind him, he would follow
the river into Bohemia as far as Melnik, less than
twenty miles north of Prague, where it ceases to be
navigable. He would thus at the very least have
gained a commanding position on the further side of
the mountains.